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The  Colleges  of  the  People 

The  Initial  Commitment  of  Advanced  Credit  inj.  Stanley  Browns  Letters. 


U  The  growth  of  the  course  of  study  in  the  secondary  school  has  been 
a  gradual  evolution  touching  both  the  amount  of  time  to  be  spent 
in  completing  the  course,  and  the  subject-matter  of  the  course.  Less 
than  half  a  century  ago,  high  schools  were  very  little  known,  and 
the  course  of  study  began  with  one  group  of  studies  offered  for  one 
year.  . . .  Some  have  a  fifth  year’s  work,  and  a  few  have  a  sixth  year. 
The  fifth  and  sixth  years  represent  fairly  the  first  two  years  of  the 
college,  and  the  work  done  in  these  years  is  accepted  by  the  college, 
advanced  credit  toward  graduation  being  given.  The  curriculum 
ought  to  be  broadened  as  well  as  extended. 
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Superintendent].  Stanley  Brown,  “In  What  Respects  Should  the  High  School 
be  Modified  to  Meet  Twentieth  Century  Demands,”  School  Review,  1904. 


Very  little  in  our  world  begins  without  the  intention  of 
being  completed.  We  have  a  thought,  we  find  space 
for  it  to  materialize,  and  we  dedicate  ourselves  to 
bringing  the  thought  to  its  logical  conclusion.  In  short, 
commitment  takes  an  idea  to  fruition. 

The  creation  of  community  colleges  started  with  just 
an  idea.  In  the  beginning,  it  was  nothing  more  than  a 
handful  of  students  and  teachers  willing  to  negotiate 
the  experimental  nature  of  education.  Their  commit¬ 
ment  revolutionized  the  American  education  system. 

We  think  of  Joliet  Junior  College  having  its  roots  in 
1901,  when  the  Joliet  Township  High  School  Board 
of  Education  minutes  revealed  that  Superintendent 
J.  Stanley  Brown  wanted  to  create  a  curriculum  that 
would  allow  students  who  wanted  to  continue  their 
education  after  secondary  school  to  take  courses  in 
during  their  fifth  and  sixth  years  at  Joliet  Township 
High  School.  Those  courses  were  eligible  to  transfer  to 
either  University  of  Illinois,  or  University  of  Michigan. 

While  this  is  the  first  documented  mention  of  Brown’s 
new  curriculum,  his  idea  had  been  gaining  momentum 
for  a  few  years  before  that. 


In  the  late  1890s,  Brown  established  relationships 
with  faculty  at  universities  throughout  the  Midwest, 
encouraging  them  to  accept  secondary  school  course 
credits  in  advanced  studies  at  their  universities. 
Francis  W.  Kelsey,  professor  of  Latin  and  Literature  at 
University  of  Michigan,  wrote  to  Brown  in  1896,  say¬ 
ing,  "I  am  much  pleased  to  hear  that  you  have  taken 
your  students  over  more  than  the  required  prepara¬ 
tory  work.  If  you  will  kindly  give  to  those  who  come  to 
the  University  of  Michigan  a  certificate  to  the  effect 
that  the  extra  work  has  been  well  done,  I  will  see  that 
advanced  credit  is  given  for  it.“ 

Kelsey’s  letter  is  just  one  in  our  archives,  detailing  the 
relationships  that  showcase  J.  Stanley  Brown’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  education.  Brown  believed  that  the  way  we 
learn  could  change,  and  it  could  change  for  the  better 
of  all  society.  In  his  first  address  to  the  JTHS  students 
in  September  of  1903,  he  said  "...  the  secondary 
schools  are  the  colleges  of  the  people.  We  no  longer 
need  to  look  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  country,  as  we 
keep  pace,  and  even  set  the  pace  here  in  the  west.” 
Through  his  letters,  we  see  a  person  committed  to  his 
ideals,  to  his  community  and  to  the  education  of  its 
people. 
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Joseph  H.  Drake’s  letter  to  Brown  in  1898 
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Looking  for  a  safe,  secure  place  to 
donate  your  JJC  memorabilia? 

The  JJC  Library  Archives  is  always  looking  for  ephemera  from  our  college's 
past.  If  you  have  materials  you  would  like  to  donate,  or  have  any  questions 
about  materials  in  the  library  archive,  please  contact: 

Andrew  Lenaghan, 

Associate  Professor,  Librarian 
Joliet  Junior  College  Library 
1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  IL  60431 
ph:  815.280.2534 
email:  alenagha@jjc.edu 


Frames  W.  Kelsey’s  letter  to  Brown  In  1896 
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